
 
 
 
 
 

 

Elopement Express: ‘Secular Wedding’ 

 

Dearly beloved, we have gathered here today to celebrate the union of you, <Groom 

Full>, and you, <Bride Full>. The vows that you are about to exchange with one another 

should neither be taken lightly nor in jest, and only after much consideration, for 

entering into the bonds of marriage with someone is to affirm your commitment to 

create a lifelong partnership based on love. Knowing this, I ask these questions of you: 

 

Do you <Groom>, take<Bride> to be your lawfully wedded wife, to have and to hold, in 

sickness and in heath, in good times and woe, for richer or poorer, keeping yourself 

solely unto her for as long as you both shall live? If so, please answer: I DO   

 

Do you <Bride>, take <Groom> to be your lawfully wedded husband, to have and to 

hold, in sickness and in health, in good times and woe, for richer or poorer, keeping 

yourself solely unto him for as long as you both shall live? If so, please answer: I DO 

 

What tokens of love and respect do you offer each other?  

(Rings are presented to/by the couple)  

 

Very good. Now <Groom>, if you would, please place the ring on <Bride>'s finger and 

repeat after me: With this ring, I thee wed. 

 

<Bride>, if you would, please place the ring on <Groom>'s finger and repeat after me: 

With this ring, I thee wed. 

 

<Bride> and <Groom>, inasmuch as you have consented to be joined together in 

marriage, and having pledged and sealed your vows by the giving and receiving of rings, 

it gives me great joy to pronounce that you are now husband and wife.  

 

Congratulations! You may kiss the bride. 




